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), or Gram staining of vaginal fluid (Nugent score ≥7) 2 . The presence of fungal elements consistent with candidiasis was determined by KOH preparation. In the Seattle study, women were universally screened for the presence of Chlamydia trachomatis (CT) and
Neisseria gonorrhoeae (GC) infection by nucleic acid amplification testing (NAAT, Aptima
Combo-2 assay, Gen-Probe, San Diego, California) of a urine sample. The InPouch TV culture system (BioMed Diagnostics, White City, Oregon) was used to detect the presence of 
DNA Extraction
For the Seattle study, swabs were thawed at room temperature for 5-10 min in 2 mL saline and vortexed for 2-5 min to dislodge cells. A 1 mL aliquot of the solution was centrifuged 2 at 18,000 x g for 10 min and the pellet extracted using either the UltraClean Soil DNA Isolation Kit or the BiOStic Bacteremia DNA Isolation Kit (MoBio, Carlsbad, California).
Vaginal swabs collected in Mombasa and intended for molecular detection of vaginal bacteria were frozen at -80ºC and shipped to Seattle on dry ice. Swabs were prepped for DNA extraction as described above. DNA was extracted from most samples using the BiOStic Table S1 . Barcode sequences used to identify each sample in broad-range 16S rRNA gene pyrosequencing experiment. 
